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The Fish & Wildlife Board held a meeting on Wednesday, August 17, 2011, in Waterbury, VT. 

 

Attendees: 

 

Board Members: Brian Ames, Chair; Pete Allard, Walt Driscoll, Craig Lantagne, Justin 

Lindholm, Robert Shannon, Steve Adams, Grant Spates, John Roy, and Ronald Wilcox. 

 

Absent: Ed Gallo, Vice Chair, Jeff Salvador, Gary Gibbs. 

 

Fish & Wildlife Department Employees: Mark Scott, (Director of Wildlife), David Englander 

(Legal Counsel),  

 

Chair Ames called the meeting to order at 5:02 p.m. 

 

Vote: 2011 Waterfowl 

 

William Crenshaw presented the 2011 Migratory Bird Seasons for 2011 

 

Falconry – Mark Scott: Petition concerning bag limits. This will be taken up at some future date. 

 

Mr. Shannon makes a motion to accept. 

Mr. Driscoll seconded. 

Vote: Unanimously Passes.  

 

Vote: Rule Governing the Transition of the Irasburg Facility 

 

Mr. Englander provided an overview of the proposed Transition rule. 

 

Mr. Driscoll provided a description of his and Mr. Spates’ discussion with the owner of the 

Irasburg facility, Doug Nelson. He noted that Mr. Nelson raised a concern with the feasibility of 

putting identification on white-tailed deer as they would have to be anesthetized. The facility 

grounds seemed like they were in good shape in terms of vegetation. A moose he encountered 

did not seem healthy, but had “slipper hoof.” 

 

Mr. Spates related that Mr. Nelson did not offer a clear intent as to complying with the rule. He 

stated that he saw approximately 40-45 white-tailed deer in the enclosure. He noted that the 

electric fence was in good shape and that it would prevent nose-to-nose contact and keep out 

predators such as bear. 

 

Commissioner Berry expressed his appreciation for the boardmembers taking time to meet with 

Mr. Nelson.  



 

There was a discussion as to what the true number of entrapped WTD. 

 

Commissioner Berry discussed other states’ approach to captive hunt facilities. In other states, if 

an animal is not identified the facility is depopulated. In Texas 370 WTD were depopulated in 9 

hours. He described that captive facilities do successfully capture and tag WTD elsewhere. 

Commissioner Berry described that he would offer assistance to the facility, to get out-of-state 

aid, to get an inventory. Without an inventory compliance, and disease surveillance, is 

impossible. He expressed his desire to resolve this situation. 

 

There was a discussion of the sufficiency of the existing fence and what would be sufficient. 

 

The Board then proceeded through the rule, section by section 

 

Mr. Driscoll – What kind of ID is acceptable? Mr. Englander explained that the rule governing 

captive hunting facilities allows for any kind of USDA approved identification and also allows 

the owner to petition the Commissioner to approve a novel means of identification. 

 

The Commissioner expressed that he would provide whatever assistance would be needed to 

help with inventory. 

 

The Board discussed various options for moving forward in working with the facility.  

 

Mr. Spates made a motion to make deer and moose limits inapplicable.  

 

The chair requested that Mr. Englander draft language that would make it such that any deer or 

moose taken within the facility would not count against any annual limit for the taking of moose 

and deer. The language was drafted an offered by Mr. Spates as amendment. 

 

Mr. Adams seconded.  

The vote was unanimous in favor of the proposal. 

 

Mr. Shannon made a motion to add a footnote that would provide consistency with Act 54 

protection of a certain moose. 

 

Mr. Lindholm seconded. 

The vote was unanimous in favor of the proposal. 

 

Mr. Spates made a motion to accept the rule as amended. 

Mr. Shannon seconded 

The vote was unanimous in favor of the proposal. 

 

Board discusses whether there should be a public hearing. It was decided that there would not be 

a hearing but that Mr. Nelson would be invited to its September meeting to provide input. It 

understood that the official comment period would not yet be open. 

 



The Board discussed what should be done with the harvested animals. Options include persons 

taking them home; they be butchered and deboned; donated to a food shelf; incinerated on site. 

 

The Board discussed the charging for guiding. It is illegal to charge for the white tail, but guide 

services and accommodations would be allowed. 

 

The Chair requested that a letter be drafted with description of the rulemaking process, and the 

Board’s wish to work cooperatively with Mr. Nelson, for the chair’s signature. The proposed rule 

will be attached to the letter. 

 

Roundtable 

 

Lawrence: Fishing regs on Lamoille are simple to use. 

 

Adams: Update on deer team leader? Mr. Scott stated it was still in progress. 

 

Spates: Fishing on the Cyde River – no salmon this year. 

 

Driscoll: Isle Pond – Walleyes are biting. Wenlock Shooting range update? 

 

Shannon: Mention contact with the press concerning a drowning on the Little River connected to 

releases as a result of hydropower. 

 

Roy: DFW Calenders? Commissioner Berry: Yes, next year. Free to Board and Legislators, for 

sale to others. 

 

Allard: Boat launch on Sandbar. Town held a hearing on the acquisition. DFW is working on it. 

 

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Lawrence, and seconded by Mr. Roy. All were in favor. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

David C. Englander 

General Counsel 

Fish & Wildlife Department 


